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science, so far as they have been figured. In addition to these, 
a third, to be known as the Synoptical Collection, and introduc- 
tory to the others, is intended to contain representatives of all 
the recent, and the most important of the fossil genera and sub- 
genera, with printed labels, including the name, description, 
distribution, synonymy, etc. Figures of the animals, lingual 
dentition and other details are being added to make this series 
more complete. 

" Enough has been accomplished to give a fair idea of the 
practical working of these plans ; to complete them will require 
the labor of perhaps ten or twelve years. 

" To enumerate them in order, the Conchological Cabinet of 
the Academy will consist of five distinct series or collections, so 
arranged as to facilitate comparison from one to another, yet 
each fully equipped for separate study, as follows : 1, Synoptical 
Collection, contained in table cases ; 2, Alcoholic Collection, in 
wall cases (recently rearranged by Mr. Marshall); 3, Systematic 
Collection, in table cases; and in the drawers under these, 4, 
Geographical Collection, and 5, the Swift Collection, given to 
the Academy upon condition that it be kept intact." 

The officers of the section are : — 



Director, 



W. S. W. Rusehenberger, M. D. 



John Ford. 
S. Raymond Roberts. 
John H. Redfield. 
Wm. L. Mactier. 
George W. Tryon, Jr. 
Edward J. Nolan, M. D. 



Vice-Director , 
Recorder, . 
Secretary, . 
Treasurer, 
Conservator, 
Librarian, . 

Respectfully submitted, by 

S. Raymond Roberts, 

Recorder. 



REPORT OF THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SECTION. 

The Recorder of the Entomological Section respectfully 
reports that nine meetings of the Section have been held during 
the past year. An increased interest in the proceedings of the 
Section has been shown by a larger average attendance at the 
meetings. 
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One member has been elected. 

A synopsis of the Section meetings is published by the 
American Entomological Society, in connection with its 
Transactions. That society still continues the publication of the 
entomological articles presented to it, and has printed thirteen 
of the same during the past year, amounting to 300 pages, with 9 
plates. 

The papers published and their authors are as follows : — 

Short studies of North American Coleoptera, by John L. 
LeConte, M. D. (posthumous). 

A study of some genera of Elateridae, by George H. Horn, 
M.D. 

On the North American Asilidae, Part II, by S. W. Williston, 
M.D. 

On the systematic position of some North American Lepidop- 
tera, by John B. Smith. 

A study of the species of Cryptobium of North America, by 
George H. Horn, M. D. 

Studies among the Meloidse, by the same. 

Descriptions of new North American Scarabaeidae, by the same. 

Contributions to the Coleopterology of the United States, by 
the same. 

On the species of Canthon and Phaneeus of the United States, 
with notes on other genera, by Frederick Blanchard. 

Descriptions of some new Cerambycidas, with notes, by George 
H. Horn, M.D. 

Synopsis of the Throscidae of the United States, by George H. 
Horn, M. D. 

A monograph of North American Chrysididae, by S. Prank 
Aaron. 

On the earlier stages of the Odonata, by H. A. Hagen, M.D. 

In addition, shorter papers on Cynipidse, by W. H. Ashmead, 
have appeared in the Proceedings. 

The collections in the cabinets have received more attention 
during the past year than for some time previous. A great part 
has been thoroughly arranged and labeled where needed. Also 
a thorough process of disinfection has gone on, and the cases 
cleared of all troublesome matter. That this work might be 
better done, the American Entomological Society employed a 
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custodian during nine months of the year, at a small compensa- 
tion, to attend to the same. 

A number of accessions to the cabinets have been received 
this year, from Messrs. R. H. Stretch, E. M. Aaron, S. F. Aaron, 
W. H. Ashmead, J. S. Johnson, and James Behrens. Many of 
these additions are rare, or new to the collections. 

The officers elected for the ensuing year are as follows : — 



Director, . 
Vice-Director, 
Recorder, 
Treasurer, 

Conservator, 



George H. Horn, M. D. 

Rev. Henry C. McCook, D. D. 

J. H. Ridings. 

E. T. Cresson. 

Henry Skinner, M. D. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. H. Ridings, 

Recorder. 



REPORT OF THE BOTANICAL SECTION. 

The Vice-Director of the Botanical Section of the Academy 
respectfully reports that the section continues its steady progress 
as in former years. 1681 species of phanerogamic plants and 
vascular cryptogams were added to the Herbarium last year, of 
which 395 were new to our collection ; 395 species of lichens and 
fungi were also received. A complete count of the species in the 
Herbarium has been made and found to foot up 25,413, of which 
all but about 3075 are named and in place. These are exclusive 
of Fungi and Lichens. The details of the donations will be 
found in the Conservator's report attached. 

The section is wholly free from debt, and has a balance of one 
hundred and seventy-six dollars in its treasury. We have lost 
the services of our late Recorder, Mr. F. L. Scribner, who has 
removed to Washington, to a wider sphere of usefulness. 

Meetings have been held at every stated period during the year, 
and valuable contributions to botanical knowledge have been 
made by Messrs. Meehan, Redfield, Rothrock, Scribner, Brinton, 
Burk, Canby, Hoopes, and A. H. Smith — some of which, fully, or 
in brief, have been published in the Proceedings of the Academy. 



